CHAPTER XIV
THE ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN
The affective        In dealing thus far with the psychic aspects of the filio-
reactions of  parental relations in their origin, nature and development, we
towards the  have for the most part based our considerations on the stand-
child      point of the child rather than on that of the parent. Such a
course would seem to be justified from the genetic point of
view by the fact that every individual has first to be a child
before he can become a parent, and that consequently, though
his attitude as a parent is very liable to be influenced by his
experience as a .child,' there can be no corresponding influence
of a converse nature. As a matter of fact, however, we have,
in the course of our consideration of the psychic development
of the child in relation to the influences emanating from the
family, fairly often had occasion to concern ourselves at least
indirectly with the mental attitude of the parents as a factor
in this development.
Thus we have seen that the direction of the child's
affection to the parent of the opposite sex rather than to the
one of his own sex is probably determined largely by the
extent of the affection which the child in his turn receives from
the two parents respectively; the heterosexual inclinations of
the parents causing them on the whole, and in the absence of
any powerful factors tending to produce an opposite result, to
give their love most freely towards those of their children who
are of the opposite sex to their own. We have seen too that
the nature and duration of the feelings of envy, jealousy and
hate which a child is liable to experience towards one or other
of its parents are to a very considerable extent dependent on
the behaviour of this parent towards the child, It is evident
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